CMS 2100

Introduction to Film


Bringing Up Baby  (Howard Hawks, 1938; 102 min.)

Producer: Howard Hawks & Cliff Reid

Screenplay: Hagar Wilde & Dudley Nichols

Cinematography: Russell Metty

Editor: George Hively

Art director: Van Nest Polglase

Assoc. art director: Perry Ferguson

Music: Roy Webb, Max Steiner, & Jimmy 

McHugh (song: “I can’t give you 

anything but love, baby”)

Costumes: Howard Greer

Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com):

In this screwball comedy, heiress Susan Vance is determined to catch a stuffy zoologist, and decides to use her pet leopard, Baby, to help get his attention. The competing obstacles in this romantic farce include a yappy terrier who steals and buries an irreplaceable fossilized bone, a pompous big game hunter, a rich old aunt, a jealous fiancée, and a case of mistaken identity involving a second—and rather vicious—leopard.

Cast:

Susan Vance (Katharine Hepburn) 

Dr. David Huxley (Cary Grant) 

Maj. Horace Applegate (Charlie Ruggles) 

Constable Slocum (Walter Catlett) 

Mr. Gogarty (Barry Fitzgerald) 

Aunt Elizabeth Random (May Robson) 

Alexander Peabody (George Irving)

Dr. Lehman (Fritz Feld) 

Mrs. Gogarty (Leona Roberts) 

Mrs. Lehman (Tala Birell) 

Alice Swallow (Virginia Walker) 

John Kelly (Elmer) 

Questions for Discussion:

1.  As you watch the film, note the motifs, parallelisms, and contrasts created among settings, characters, and sounds, etc.

2.  Identify and list the generic conventions for the comedy genre that you find in Bringing Up Baby. What plot structure, iconography, characters, cinematic techniques, and ideologies qualify this film as part of the comedy genre?

3.  What subgenres of the larger comedy genre does this film include? Romantic comedy? Screwball comedy? Slapstick comedy? Others?

4.  How does Hawks use elements of the mise-en-scène (lighting, setting, costumes, actor blocking and acting) to convey humor even when it’s not overtly spoken in the film’s dialog?

5.  How does Hawks use an unrestricted range of narration and cross-cutting to create both humor and suspense?

CHC Genres and Ideology Terms:

Genre Mixing
Subgenres
Narrative Conventions
Iconography
Ideology
Symptomatic Meaning
Subtext
Femme fatale
Production Code
